
One	  thing	  I	  show	  every	  ethics	  class	  is	  a	  documentary	  called	  The	  Falling	  Man.	  It	  is	  

about	  a	  reporter's	  attempt	  to	  identify	  the	  man	  who	  became	  the	  poster	  child	  for	  the	  

jumpers.	  	  We	  get	  into	  issues	  like	  maintaining	  the	  authenticity	  of	  experiencing	  and	  

airbrushing	  unpleasant,	  upsetting,	  or	  contrary	  things	  out	  of	  history.	  	  	  

The	  students	  notice	  the	  section	  where	  the	  coroner's	  office	  says	  that	  nobody	  jumped,	  

despite	  the	  comments	  from	  the	  family	  members.	  	  We	  also	  talk	  about	  privacy,	  accuracy,	  

exploiting	  trauma	  victims,	  serving	  the	  public,	  and	  whatever	  else	  the	  students	  wish	  to	  

mention.	  	  	  

The	  video	  can	  be	  found	  on	  YouTube	  at	  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXnA9FjvLSU.	  	  It	  is	  one	  hour	  and	  eleven	  minutes	  long,	  

which	  might	  make	  problems	  for	  some.	  	  I	  think	  it	  could	  be	  made	  a	  link	  to	  a	  course	  page	  

where	  students	  could	  be	  assigned	  to	  watch	  it.	  	  I	  like	  to	  have	  them	  in	  the	  classroom	  

watching	  the	  documentary	  together.	  	  


